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“My CHANce”.  The name sums it up. Everyone wants their chance to breed a champion 
- and a mare by Chan improves the odds of that.
The story of this Foundation Mare is in some ways a tale of fortune. 
The bringing together of classic, heritage-family bloodlines; at 
one stage being bought for a ‘song’; having six foals after being 
written off as a broodmare; and then a life with a successful stud 
and progeny that have bred on.

This mare combines three respected and proven horse families, 
that of Chan on the sire’s side and of the Nabinabah and Terlings 
bloodlines on the dam’s side. Today, with modern reproductive 
science, such good matings are commonly planned and managed, 
but in the 1960s, with some restrictions of travel and with live 
service, this was a fortunate mating. MY CHANCE - FM and her 
progeny have proved that it is not just luck that has placed her in 
the Hall of Fame.

A son of Radium, Chan was noted as an excellent Stock 
Horse with a wonderful temperament, producing a number of 
outstanding progeny. 

Of her six registered progeny that have helped her achieve 
Foundation Mare status, five bear the Quidong prefix. Four of 
these were colts who went on to sire a total of 217 progeny. This 
perhaps, is not many by today’s standards, but enough to give 
breeding coverage of the eastern states from Queensland down to 
Victoria with descendants performing well in a range of disciplines 
- mainly in cattle-based activities.

Don McInerney came to work at Glengarry Station at Wingen in 
NSW, where Chan stood at stud. This was after some time working 
at the Berwick property, at Willow Tree - home to the Terlings 
Stud run by Sinclair Hill, the high-goal polo player. Don brought 
with him to Glengarry, a 14.3hh, yellow-bay, work mare. She was 
by a ‘Nabinabah Colt’ out of a ‘Terlings Mare’ and was known 
to all as ‘Don’s Mare’, so that is the name by which she was 
formally known. As Don has now passed on, we can’t discern 
exactly which horses are the dam and sire to this mare but both 
these studs have a long history of breeding well performed stock 
with such legendary horses as NABINABAH THE GUN - FS and 
NABINABAH COMMA - FM and TERLINGS DEO JUVANTE- FS 
being their legacy.

Going back into the family tree, MY CHANCE - FM’s dam’s sire, 
Nabinabah Colt, is by Nabinabah, who is also the sire of Calm 
- the dam of NABINABAH COMMA - FM. Nabinabah is registered 
in the Australian (Thoroughbred) Stud Book as Nabinabah (Aus) 
1940 and was bred by the KiaOra Stud at Scone. His great 
grandsire on the sire’s side is the classic Thoroughbred, Phalaris 
and his great grandsire on the dam’s side, is the Thoroughbred, 
Valais. Both these stallions were born in 1913 and were bred in 
Great Britain. Their fame comes from their own performance and 
that of their progeny with Phalaris having 22 stakes wins and 14 
stakes winners to his credit, while Valais’ statistics were 28 and 80 

Foundation Mare
MY CHANCE – FM ASH Reg: 189

Article by Lindsay Ferguson

In researching this article, owners tell me that the ‘Nabinabah Mare’ was known as ‘Dons Mare’ - whereas the studbook records them as 
separate horses. To back this up, the registration card for MY CHANCE - FM shows ‘Dons mare’ as the dam. These two mares are therefore one 
in the same. I imagine in the early days of registration that such errors could easily have occurred with the flood of paperwork that came in. 
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respectively. Phalaris is the sire giving rise to the Nearco/Nearctic/
Northern Dancer bloodline and the Nearco/Nasrullah bloodlines, 
so prominent in Thoroughbreds today. Given the genetic dilution 
over the many generations, this all needs to be kept in perspective 
but it is interesting to trace. This same bloodline of Nasrullah 
is also four generations back from the sire JAIPUR. This 1976 
Australian born, bay, Thoroughbred stallion (ASH Registered) was 
used widely for breeding by the Archibalds in the 1970s-80s and 
the Randle Family Partnership in the 1990s.

Don took up the opportunity to breed his mare to Chan and sold all 
three of the foals produced. The first of these was the brown filly 
MY CHANCE - FM, born in 1965. A horse of lovely type, she had a 
large star, a snip and four stockings and grew to about 15.1hh.

Her second foal, a full sister to MY CHANCE - FM born in 1967, 
was a horse registered as LANA that was sold to Terry Blake of 
the Rosebrook Stud at Muswellbrook, ultimately producing seven 
foals. Terry’s opinion is that she was, “A better type than MY 
CHANCE - FM, with a bit more stretch and very versatile - good 
at hacking, campdrafting and polocrosse. She was a very handy 
horse of good quality.” 

The third, another full sister, born in 1969, was bought by 
Alan Brideoake, who owned the adjoining property at Wingen, 
downstream from Glengarry Station. Alan proudly recalls that this 
mare, DONNA, brought the top price of $1,950 at the Tamworth 
sale where she was bought by Phillip Kirkby. With her, Kirkby 
produced two colts, KIRKBYS MAXRAY and KIRKBYS ROPER, 
before she was sold to Woolerina Stock Horses in Queensland.

MY CHANCE - FM was acquired by Don’s nephew, John Morrissey 
of Scone. John is now a Thoroughbred breeder but in those days 
he devoted his time to Stock Horses, breaking-in the young 
mare as a two year old and subsequently campdrafting with her. 
She was named after her sire of course, with Chance being the 
preferred name but as it was already taken, he was forced to 
add the possessive ‘My’ in front. John describes her as, “A good, 
all-round type of mare”. As he was busy one year, he lent her 
out to Nancy and Neville Mathews who successfully showed her 

around north west NSW for a season. Nancy said, “She had great 
conformation”, and won many ribbons in led and hacking classes 
with Neville and her taking her to victory in a Maiden Campdraft. 

When back with John, it was decided to breed the five year old 
mare. Along with Alan Brideoake, he went up to Walcha where the 
American, Eddie Wilson stood the newly imported, dual-registered 
stallion, DELL MINGO - FS. They selected this stallion because of 
his docility. While respectful of the looks and ability of the Chan line, 
John considered that, “Some of the Chan progeny were a bit hot-
headed and needed a lot of work.” In 1970, this mating produced 
a bay filly, later registered as MISS MINGO, who took out the Grand 
Champion Led Yearling Filly at Moonbi against a class of full Quarter 
Horses. John returned MY CHANCE - FM to a stallion, then another 
and tried over a few years to get her back into foal without success. 
Giving up on her as a breeder, he sold her for working horse price to 
a local horseman, Peter Bowen for polocrosse.

The NSW state representative polocrosse player and Stock Horse 
breeder, Doug Knapton of Kimridge Stud, Murrurundi came into 
her life by chance. At about 11pm one night, teetotaller Doug 
chatted with his mate, Peter Bowen in the pub at Aberdeen. With 
the conversation centred on horses, it was revealed that Peter 
had a Chan mare that he had bought for about $450. Doug had 
a passion for the Chan bloodline and had previously bought two 
Chan mares from John Stanton at Macksville, so he knew what 
he was looking for. Not deterred by the late hour or the inebriated 
state of his mate, he went to the paddock to do the deal. Of course 
a bareback demonstration was required. “He nearly fell off”, Doug 
recalls with grinning understatement, “He was hanging down both 
sides of the horse”. Peter drove a hard bargain for the horse and 
wouldn’t budge from his price of $1,100. Perhaps Doug had to 
pay a premium for the entertainment. Doug remembers her as 
having a good nature and an especially soft mouth when ridden, 
but it was for her breeding potential that she had been bought. 

From this point on, her role as a broodmare started in earnest, 
with the help of the wonder vet at Murrurundi, Ray Biffen who 
turned her breeding fortunes around. The first year Doug bred her 

MY CHANCE - FM and filly foal QUIDONG ABLAZE  
Photo by D Campbell, October 1983
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to ABBEY - FS for her second foal and then put her straight back 
to ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - FS for her third. Both these foals 
turned out to be colts and the timing of these matings makes her 
1977 foaling dates quite unusual. One was born in January and 
the other born in December - two in the one calendar year. So it 
was in-foal, with foal at foot in early 1977 that she changed hands 
again - this time for $10,000. Doug had certainly added value to 
her and what a package he presented - a proven breeder by Chan, 
with two foals by what were to become Foundation Stallions. 

The new owner, Deirdre Singh (later Fuller) was putting together 
a broodmare band comprising a number of Chan mares for her 
Quidong Pastoral Company Stud at Tumut in NSW. It was while 
visiting Les Jensen’s stud at Mt Perry in Queensland, to have a 
look at ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - FS, that a number of mares 
going to the stallion caught her eye. She bought MY CHANCE - FM 
and three other mares including another Chan mare, KIMRIDGE 
ABAGAIL (dam of the sire QUIDONG ABLE). The MY CHANCE - 
FM colts were registered - the black ABBEY - FS colt as QUIDONG 
ABSALOM and the second, a chestnut as QUIDONG CHINK. 

Deidre’s sister and brother-in-law, Katherine and Brian Brunton, 
moved from the south coast of NSW to Quidong so Brian could 
manage the stud. Katherine describes her impressions of the 
mare in detail, “She was a typical Chan mare in looks with a 
typical Chan front, that is to say, a wonderfully long, elegant neck 
with the head set on just right. She had a lovely head with big, 
intelligent eyes. She was a strong mare, big rump, good wither not 
overly long in the back, good bone. It all came together to make 
one of these horses that you might see once in a lifetime - I don’t 
think that is an exaggeration. She had a sweet temperament and 
was excellent to do anything with.” She became one of the seven 
Chan broodmares owned by the stud.

When she arrived at Tumut, Brian rode her and despite being 32 
years ago he still remembers it well. “She was an exceptional 
mare to ride,” he said. “You could put a leg on her and she was so 
responsive and light that she just floated. By then she had retired 
and was a broodmare, so she must have been quite something in 
her competition days.” Deidre also remembers having a ride on 
MY CHANCE - FM, and also made similar comments. Then came 
a big statement from Deidre, “Of all the horses we had over the 
years, if I could have one back, it would be MY CHANCE - FM”.

Coal black and standing at 15.3hh her first colt, QUIDONG 
ABSALOM, was always known as Gucci or Gooch - a name that 
stuck to him although he changed owners over time. He was foal 
recorded as Abbey Gucci because of his ‘style’ and ‘class’, but 

when he was classified it was changed. His style must have been 
inherited, as amongst his 66 progeny there are horses named 
Dior, Versace and Chanel to prove it. 

Brian Brunton broke him in, found him to be quiet and easy going 
and showed him with success in 1978 and 1979. His main win 
was at Dubbo, Australian Stock Horse Society National Show, in 
the Snaffle Bit Futurity for Three Year Olds. In October 1979, 
he was prepared for and ridden in the event by Graham Amos, a 
leading trainer based at Dubbo at the time. The next day, after a 
long overnight trip, Gooch won Champion Led Stallion or Colt and 
the Pleasure Hack at the Branch Show at Candelo on the NSW 
south coast. A month later, he won the Three Year Old Snaffle Bit 
Futurity at Albury. 

In 1980, when Graham Ross and his family came to Quidong 
looking for an ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - FS colt, he saw Gooch 
and after riding him said, “this is what I have been looking for.” 
Graham paid $7,000 for him and took him back home, north to 
Kemmis Creek, at Nebo in Queensland. Graham got off to a good 
start with Gooch. In 1981, he won a Charters Towers Futurity 
Campdraft for Horses Under Five Years Having Their First Start. 
In all, he sired 16 Kemmis Creek progeny. 

After using him for 12 years for campdrafting and breeding, the 
loss of an eye prompted his sale to Ashley McKay of Torres Park at 
Augathella in Queensland. It was during a few months ‘in-transit’ 
period, at the Glasser family’s Glencoe Stud in Toowoomba, 
that they first got to use him. Max Glasser was long an admirer 
of QUIDONG ABSALOM, well before they crossed paths, and 
considers it fortunate to have been able to use him. There, he 
sired GLENCOE ABSTRACT, a stallion that did very well in stallion 
and working classes from Victoria to Queensland, including the 
2003 National Championships. GLENCOE ABSTRACT has sired 
86 foals, mostly with the Glencoe prefix, with his line selling well 
at the stud’s recent dispersal sale.

At Torres Park, Ashley breeds competition and work horses and 
used the stallion to sire 25 horses bearing the Torres prefix. “He 
was the best conformed ABBEY - IS colt that I have seen,” said 
Ashley, “He had talent and won a good cutting contest, but had 
a restless nature which he passed on to his fillies in particular. I 
sold a few stallions by him and the buyers were happy with them 
- but I was disappointed in him as a sire of mares. Even though 
they looked good and did well in campdrafts, it was their attitude 
that I did not like.” Ashley had him for eight years, before he died 
on the place in about 2000.

Brian Brunton with QUIDONG ABSALOM as a two year old at 
the Tumut Horse Festival, January 1979. Photo by D Campbell

QUIDONG CHINK as a yearling at Quidong 
ASH Stud, Tumut, NSW, December 1978.
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Eight years ago Bruce Moxey, the current President of the Eastern 
Branch in NSW, couldn’t believe his luck when he was offered an 
unregistered colt by an owner that had no further use for him. He 
was surprised by the quality of the horse, as it was tucked away in 
a bush block at Dunedoo. Bruce had the QUIDONG ABSALOM colt 
registered as KINNABER WARREGO, as he was born at McKays 
on the banks of the Warrego River. Bruce also acquired his half-
brother KINNABER CODY whom he has used in the stockman’s 
flag rides at the Sydney Royal. He then acquired the colt’s dam 
INNOCENCE, from the same owner and continues to breed under 
his Rainwood Park prefix. “These horses are great. I am more than 
pleased with them every day”, said Bruce. 

QUIDONG CHINK, the other 1977 colt, was broken-in and proved 
to be a quality horse, standing at about 14.3 hands. He was shown 
a little, winning the Led Colt Under Three Years class and was 
part of the winning Sire’s Progeny Group at the Riverina Branch 
Show in 1979. At the time, he was one of the few ELLIOTTS 
CREEK CADET - FS sons in southern NSW. He was sold to Hedley 
Newell of Weeroona, near Wagga Wagga for $8,000 and went on 
to sire 47 foals, many of whom are spread about southern NSW. 
ALFIE LANGER was one of QUIDONG CHINK’s best performed 
progeny, winning the R.M. Williams Trophy for the Most Versatile 
Australian Stock Horse at the Sydney Royal Show in 2001 and 
doing well in the National Championships at Camden in 2007.

KURRAWONG BROTHER is another of QUIDONG CHINK’s 
progeny. After siring 11 foals, he went on to take out the Ridden 
Gelding class at the National Championships in Victoria in 2002. 
Only this September, he appeared as a successful finisher of 
the 2009 Tom Quilty Gold Cup 100 Mile Endurance Ride, with 
current owner Chris Cheney of Wagga on board. He has also 
sired the stallions BOOERIE CREEK CADET and WEEROONA 
CHINAMAN who placed at Melbourne Royal and the Victorian 
National Championships and who himself has produced some 
National Championship winners.

The Foundation Mare was bred four more times in alternate years. 
The fourth foal, a brown/black colt named QUIDONG MY MY was 
by MY BOBBY and born in 1979. MY BOBBY was by Bobbie 
Bruce and out of the Foundation Mare, LADY RADIANT - FM. 
Sold to Mike Donelan, of the Bullenbong Stud at The Rock NSW, 
QUIDONG MY MY sired sixteen horses, fourteen of those with 
Mike’s Bullenbong prefix.

What the stud book doesn’t tell us is that she also produced a full 
brother to QUIDONG MY MY in 1980. This brown gelding was 

never registered and went unbroken to Brian McDonald, of 
Ballarat who considered the horse to be a ‘bloody ripper’.

The sixth foal, born in 1981, was another chestnut colt by 
ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - FS which was registered as QUIDONG 
CHANCELLOR. He inherited his dam’s quiet temperament. The 
Bruntons recall that not long after he was broken-in, to their 
surprise, they found their children at the stables encouraging the 
colt to trot around the round yard - without even a headstall, while 
they and their cousins jumped off the fence onto his back. The 
kids thought it fun and the horse was quite happy about it all. He 
was later taken on by their twelve year old daughter, Annabel who 
campdrafted him in Junior Campdrafts with success. 

When the Bruntons left Quidong in 1986, they took the stallion 
with them to their property near Bemboka on the NSW south 
coast, where he was campdrafted and also proved to be a good 
sire, producing 88 progeny in all. His few Windra progeny, proved 
successful for the Bruntons with every one of them performing well 
in many disciplines including polo and endurance. A daughter, 
WINDRA HICKORY, unbroken due to injury, had six foals with five 
of them winning campdrafts and also performing well in led and 
working classes and in polocrosse.

QUIDONG CHANCELLOR was later sold to Peter and Pat Dwyer, 
then later on-sold to Mark Barwick who used him intensively to 
produce 64 Penta horses. The well-bred progeny were mostly 
mares or gelded colts, but the stud book shows that no colt with 
this prefix has bred on with any significance, to date. The Dwyers 
used him to sire five horses with the Waneela prefix, with the only 
one to breed on being WANEELA CLANCY. 

Bought as a weanling at a Scone sale by Max Welch of Cessnock, he 
has gone on to sire 31 foals, most registered with Max’s Rocambole 
prefix. Max picked him up cheaply at the sale and had not hoped 
for much as, while he had a good front, he was weedy and never 
grew to more than 14hh. He surprised Max, who said, “When 
I broke him in he had great ability, won a few campdrafts and 
produced progeny that were all over 15hh.” ROCAMBOLE CLUDO 
is one of his progeny who is presently competing successfully with 
youth rider, Gillian Knight of Coonabarabran, and whose photos 
have appeared recently in this journal.

Her final foal, a brown filly born in 1983 by QUIDONG GABRIEL 
was registered as QUIDONG ABLAZE and has now had five foals. 
Along with MY CHANCE - FM, the filly was sold to Bob Reid in 
the ACT. Bob’s son Greg, broke the filly in and he played relatively 
high-goal polo on her for about seven or eight years. Greg describes 

Annabel Brunton on QUIDONG CHANCELLOR  
at the Nimmitabel Campdraft in 1986
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her as ‘light’ to ride, having a good mouth and using only a snaffle 
bit on her. She went across to Western Australia for a short while, 
but returned with a sore back. 

Reaching back to her Hunter Valley origins, Bob bred her to his 
stallion NABINABAH CARIBOU. This stallion is by JAIPUR out 
of NABINABAH BREEZE who is by NABINABAH THE GUN - 
FS. The grandson gelding that resulted in 1992 was registered 
as CARIBOU ADIOS and has turned into a top polocrosse pony. 
He won and placed in classes at the Sydney Royal in 2002, the 
South Coast Branch Championships in 2001 and 2002 and in 
2008 took out the NSW Junior Stock Horse Champion Polocrosse 
Pony Award, ridden by thirteen year old Farran Mathie.

The Bruntons bought QUIDONG ABLAZE back again from Bob 
after many years and was ridden by their son for a while, doing 
station work. After some trouble getting her in foal again, she 
eventually had a quality brown colt by the ABDUL - IS son, 
TABLETOP ABLE SAM. Registered by the Bruntons under their 
prefix as CAMBALONG SAM BLAZE, this promising colt and the 
dam were sold to Jenny Neave at Traralgon, Victoria. The colt 
died unexpectedly but the line continues, as in the last few years 
Jenny has bred some fillies out of QUIDONG ABLAZE by an open 
campdraft winner, CAMBALONG SAM DANDY. As a successful 
campdrafter on the Victorian circuit, Jenny will continue to put 
the ability of this foundation family to the test and add to its 
proud record.  

MY CHANCE - FM finished up at Bob Reid’s as a broodmare 
that, as in her early days, unfortunately could not get into foal 
and subsequently died in about 1988. Bob described her as a, 
“Magnificent mare - and a very good ride too.”

Looking back over her life, we see that MY CHANCE - FM, at 
one stage, was thought to have no chance, but she ended up 
with every chance - and used it to become a Foundation Mare. 
She was fortunate to have had owners, right the way through, 
who recognised her qualities and made the most of them - to the 
breed’s advantage.

From six registered progeny, her descendants numbered 530 in 
2007 and are spread widely about the country. In particular, her 
four successful stallion sons have bred on, giving her quite some 
influence on many horses of today.

No doubt if it were possible to follow the fortunes of all her second 
and third generation descendants we would find many with the 
same story - horses successfully involved in a range of disciplines 
- whether as a weekday working horse or as a weekend warrior 
on the recreational field of contest. These horses are owned not 
only by prominent figures in the breed, but also by the average 
Member - and are out there, creating their own luck. 

Profile:	 MY	CHANCE	-	FM

Colour Brown/Bay

Height 15.1 hh

Lifespan 23 years (1965-1988)

Breeder	 Don McInerney, Wingen, NSW

Performance Station horse and Campdrafter -  
good with cattle

Progeny 7 (5 males and two fillies), all but one stud 
book registered. Most notable being the 
stallions, QUIDONG ABSALOM, QUIDONG 
CHINK, QUIDONG CHANCELLOR.
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