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his Foundation Mare is no exception 
to the adage that quality breeds 
quality. In our Stud Book we 
commonly see a Foundation Horse 

as parent to an Impact Horse, but not often 
as parent to another Foundation Horse. 
CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH is a daughter 
of CLARKES DAYLIGHT - FS HSH, the 
Foundation stallion featured in the last 
issue of this Journal (March/April 2012). To 
briefly recap, this stallion played polo in the 
Darling Downs region of Queensland in 
the 1970s. With a good temperament 
and a classic Thoroughbred pedigree, 
he was especially popular for producing 
polo and polocrosse ponies.

Allan Gilmore was the foundation 
President of Queensland’s Eastern 
Downs ASH Branch, and a keen breeder 
with the Gilgannon stud prefix. Allan’s 
nephews, the polo-playing Gilmore 
family, rode many of the Gilgannon 
horses, some of whom were by this 
Foundation Sire. Five brothers from 
this family of seven played the game; 
Stuart, Jim, Gary, Derek and Andy. 

In a game where goal handicaps 
range from -2 to an almost impossible 10, 
these brothers between them averaged 
a formidable goal handicap rating of 
five. In 1981 four of the brothers played 
together to win the Easter International 
tournament in Sydney. It is fair to say that 
this family has had a significant influence 
on the game in Australia, especially in 
Queensland. You could say it is in their 
blood, as Stuart’s son Glen is the current 
Australian Team captain. Amongst their 
many horses, the Gilmores played the A 
Grade mare, CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH. 

CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH was bred 
by Sandy Huston of Allora, Queensland and 
the family records show she was born on 
August 8, 1972. [This is the correct year 
of birth, despite the Stud Book recording it 
as 1968.] She was broken in at two years 
of age. Stuart Gilmore was always on the 
lookout for polo ponies and Sandy’s son 

Hugh, being a good mate of Stuart’s, told 
him that he had a mare that would be 
"alright", so Stuart gave her a go. Hugh 
said, ‘Allan Gilmore liked the look of the 
mare and the way she played and offered 
me $2,000 for her, which I accepted.' 
This was a high price in those days and 
indicative of the value placed on the good 
progeny of CLARKES DAYLIGHT - FS HSH, 
who was well proven with the Gilmores.

She was out of the mare Cinders, who 
was by the Thoroughbred stallion Pendulum 
(Aus 1942). Pendulum was owned by Bob 
King of Wildash, on the south-eastern side 
of Warwick, and was used as a paddock 
sire. Anyone wanting a foal would simply 
let their mare go in the paddock with him 
and once a year the paddock would be 
mustered and the mares would be returned 
to their owners. Pendulum horses were 
highly regarded by many polocrosse players 
in the Warwick district. Pendulum was by 

the renowned racehorse Spearfelt and out 
of the mare Tick Tock (Aus 1932). Our Stud 
Book doesn’t record Tick Tock’s parentage, 
but this mare was by the ASH taproot sire, 
Rivoli and out of the Thoroughbred mare 
Regulate. CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH 
therefore has Rivoli appearing at exactly the 
same position on both sides of her pedigree.

Sandy bred Cinders in about 1961 
for stockwork, out of a bloodline that his 
family had. Hugh, a youngster at the time, 
remembers her well, as he rode her half 
a dozen times before she was turned out 
and never used much after that. Hugh 
said, ‘She was jet black, about 15.2hh 
with a lovely nature – she had a beautiful 
mouth and was very easy to handle. 
Without much work for her, we used her 
for breeding. Ken Bott was a very good 
breaker in this district and was used by the 
Gilmore boys and others,' said Hugh. ‘Ken 
thought the world of her when breaking 

Foundation Mare
CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH

ASH Reg: 18952 

Champion players in a champion team, mounted on excellent horses bred out of 
a champion mare – that is essentially the story of CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH.

T

Article by Lindsay Ferguson
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CLARKES DAYLIGHT - FS HSH

summing up 02
evidence 02

streak 02

dawn 28
true gun 02

bonnie 21

cinders 02

pendulum 02 - WH
spearfelt 02 - WH

tick tock 01

barcarole 02
crystal brook colt 001

make no error 01

CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH 
Colour: Brown  Height: 15.1hh   
Lifespan: approx. 22yrs (1972-1994)
Breeder: Sandy Huston, Allora QLD
Performance: Polo
Progeny: 10 registered progeny, the most notable 
being RIFLEMAN - HSH, GILGANNON CAVALIER II, 
GILGANNON MR MINSTRAL - HSH.
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her in,' he said. Some 20 years later, Ken asked Hugh about a 
horse that he was working on for Stuart Gilmore. ‘Ken asked if 
it was related, as he said that the horse felt exactly the same as 
Cinders,' commented Hugh. It turned out that it was her grand-
daughter – the filly Thatcher, out of CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH. 
Hugh played polo for quite a few years and recalls that he played 
three other younger mares out of Cinders, who were unregistered. 
They all won various polo pony prizes during their careers.

Cinders is out of the mare Barcarole, that Sandy bred. 
Barcarole was by a Crystal Brook colt, and out of his mare 
Make No Error. This colt is known to be Crystal Lad, a 15.3hh 

bay Thoroughbred that won a couple of races on the Darling 
Downs. By piecing dates together, it is evident that Crystal 
Brook is the Thoroughbred registered in the Australian Stud 
Book as Chrystal Brook (Aus 1924) and not the brown 1949 
Thoroughbred colt Crystal Brook, by Craigman out of Cloudsley.

Our Crystal Brook was a well-known sire of his day on the 
Darling Downs, and stood at Tom Cowley’s stud at Allora. Graham 
Jensen OAM, from the Dalby area, was an inaugural Member of 
the Australian Stock Horse Society and has maintained continuous 
membership since, holding the position of President of the 
Darling Downs Branch in the late 1970s. As a kid, he remembers 
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1. CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH as a 
two year old, just after breaking-in. 

2. The Gilmore brothers were 
formidable opponents on the polo 
field (l-r): Derek Gilmore, Stuart 
Gilmore, Gary Gilmore, Jim Gilmore.

3. The Gilmore brothers at a 
recent reunion (l-r): Gary Gilmore, 
Andrew Gilmore, Jim Gilmore, 
Derek Gilmore, Stuart Gilmore. 

4. Graham Jensen on the gelding Victory 
(by Crystal Brook), circa 1950.
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seeing Crystal Brook and describes him as ‘a good sort of a 
horse that sired some useful and quite attractive stockhorses.'

Among his progeny was the outstanding black polo mare Norma, 
played by Norm Hoey, Ken Telford and Stuart Gilmore at various 
stages of her polo-playing career. Clarrie Austin at Clintonvale had 
another Crystal Brook colt named Crystal Imp. This 15hh grey, 
born in about 1960, stood at stud and was used as a polo sire 
by the Gilmores and many others. Clarrie’s daughter Debbie had 
one of his offspring and rode many more. She recalls, ‘He had 
a beautiful temperament that he passed on to his progeny.’

Many Queensland horsemen would have known Graham 
Jensen from his days as a polo player and commentator who since 
has been inducted into the Toowoomba Equine Hall of Fame. As a 
teenager in the 1950s, he campaigned a very successful chestnut 
gelding named Victory, who was by Crystal Brook. Graham explains, 
‘In his show career from 1947 to 1958, I won 19 Champion Hack 
ribbons with him, in good company. In 1949 we beat the Brisbane 
Champion Hack, Socks, into first place on five occasions. I would 
show him in the late summer and autumn, play polo over winter 
and give him two or three race starts in the spring. I played polo 
on him and raced him from 1947 until 1952, under the name 
‘Avogai’. As an example, after a Champion Hack ribbon at Millmerran 
in April 1948, he won the Pilton Polo Cup during the winter 
season, and in late September won the Pilton Ladies Bracelet.’ 

He backed up less than two weeks later with a second at 
the Warwick races. In that race he was beaten a short head 
by Rim Boy, who won three group races in 1950 including the 
BATC Doomben 10,000. Rim Boy’s pedigree shows that Chrystal 
Brook was one of his grandsires. ‘In Victory’s last race in 1952, 
he won the Pilton Ladies Bracelet again, carrying 85kg. He was 
a wonderful horse that was very versatile’, said Graham. 

For the uninitiated, polo ponies are normally ‘stick and 
balled’ at about three; commence playing at about four or 
five; and generally peak at about seven or eight years of age. 
Horses need a combination of both mental and physical 

maturity to cope with the challenges of the game.
In 1975, CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH was played at the 

very young age of three. Her first major tournament was none 
other than the prestigious Australasian Gold Cup, which is played 
every three years. She won Champion Pony for the tournament, 
and with that title Allan retired her to stud. She was covered 
by BLACK RADIANT - FS HSH, but after she slipped the foal 
Stuart Gilmore put her back into work. While it was Stuart 
that played her more than his brother Jim, she was played by 
both brothers in Queensland and interstate tournaments.

 Allan Gilmore’s property at Clifton on the Darling Downs was 
named “Westlyn". It was here that he ran the Gilgannon stud, 
until he died in 1992 and the property was sold out of the family. 
Subsequently his nephew Andy Gilmore was able to buy it back, and 
now horses are being bred there again with the Gilgannon prefix. 

 Allan only had a few broodmares, but being a keen breeder he 
was prepared to put them to the best stallions. Consequently we see 
some big names appearing as sires of the CINDERS MELODY - FM 
HSH progeny. All but one of these is now a Foundation or Impact 
stallion himself. In chronological order he used the following sires: 
ABBEY - FS HSH, ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - FS HSH, Crystal 
Brook colt, NABINABAH SINGH - HSH, NABINABAH THE GUN 
- FS HSH, NABINABAH COOL GUN - IS HSH, ABDUL - IS HSH 
and STAR BLACK MINSTRIL - FS HSH. This mare produced 12 
foals over the period 1977 to 1991, of which 10 were registered. 
Given their ability and influence we will briefly touch on each one.

The premier polo tournament in New South Wales in those 
days was the Northern Challenge Cup, and in 1976 it was 
played in Quirindi. CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH took out 
Champion Pony at the tournament and was still considered 
by the Gilmores to have even greater potential. Allan’s top 
mare had won yet another prestigious prize, and Jim Gilmore 
rated her as the best polo mare in Australia at that time. 

Still keen to breed with her, Allan asked Stuart to drop her off 
at Theo and Bonnie Hill’s Comara stud before he came home. 

5. GILGANNON TICK TOCK (ABDUL - IS HSH/CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH)
6. GILGANNON MYSTIC with foal at foot, GILGANNON PLEASURE (by NABINABAH EASY GUN - HSH) 
7. GILGANNON TICK TOCK with Neville Fanning and Ian Glasby in 1996 after winning the Nat Buchanan Trophy. 
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There she was covered by ABBEY - FS HSH to produce the colt 
RIFLEMAN - HSH (see photo in Mar/Apr 2012 ASH Journal). This 
brown colt was sold as a yearling to Ian Glasby, who campaigned 
him through to the age of 10, before he tragically had to be put 
down. His specialty was campdrafting and in his short career he 
won numerous Cut Outs and ten Open campdrafts, including the 
Canning Downs in 1986. His many placings include a fourth in 
the Warwick Gold Cup in 1985. He was also successful in Led and 
Working classes. Clem Barnett of Wallabadah, New South Wales, 
reckons that RIFLEMAN - HSH was one of the best stallions that 
the breed has ever seen. As a sire he produced a number of colts, 
such as GILGANNON RIFLE BOY who sired 31 foals, STRANRAER 
RIMFIRE who sired 47 foals and GREENPARK KIDMAN who 
sired another 59 foals. His most popular son was HOLMROSE 
LAWMAKER who sired 180 registered foals, with 90 of those for 
Wayne and Linda Hingst’s Expected Stockhorse stud. One of his 
progeny, the mare RIFLE LADY, won the Canning Downs campdraft 
in 1992 with Michael Boyce and also took out the Barnes trophy.

The second registered foal of CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH 
was GILGANNON CAVALIER, by ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - 
FS HSH. Born in 1978 he was broken-in as a two year old by 
Dubbo Turner and briefly campaigned, but died suddenly of 
an unknown cause. Her third foal, Harmony, was by a Crystal 
Brook colt and was never registered. As she did not match the 
Gilmore’s high standards, she was sold to Singapore for polo.

Her third registered foal was a bright chestnut colt by 
NABINABAH THE GUN - FS HSH. Allan Gilmore and David 
Archibald of the Nabinabah stud at Gundy had often played 
polo against each other in the mid 1950s. Years later, at a 
chance meeting at a polo tournament in Scone, David offered 
Allan a free service to his stallion. It was a good match, as Andy 
Gilmore considers the colt to be the most influential progeny 
out of CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH. Known as Red, he grew to 
15.2 1/2hh and was registered as GILGANNON CAVALIER II.

 Allan had a good relationship with the late Graham Neuman, 

of Glenhaughton Stockhorses, who took a few of his horses for 
education after they were broken-in. They got plenty of cattle 
work at the Dinsmore meatworks near Ipswich where Graham 
worked. Robyn Neuman was able to refer to a brochure they used 
for GILGANNON CAVALIER II: ‘He was campdrafted lightly for 
three wins, 14 placings and 12 Cut Out wins. He was also shown 
a little, winning the Progeny Group at the Dalby ASH Show’. He 
stood at stud with Neumans and returned to Andy as an older 
horse, living to the grand age of 29. Many of his 74 progeny 
performed well in polo, showing, polocrosse and campdrafting.

CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH went back to Nabinabah stud 
the following season to conceive GILGANNON SONG, a 1982 
filly by NABINABAH SINGH - HSH. This mare’s polo career 
spanned some 14 years from the age of 5 to 19. Although not 
an "outstanding" mare she was "good", and obviously a robust 
and dependable horse that Scott Pegler was lucky enough 
to have in his string of horses. She retired to become a kids 
pony and has also produced a foal for Andy Gilmore. 

The next filly, GILGANNON MEMORY (by NABINABAH 
COOL GUN - IS HSH), was born in 1983. She was injured 
as a two year old so was only used for breeding. She is 
the dam of the colt GILGANNON GOLD TOP, by ELLIOTTS 
CREEK CADET - FS HSH. GILGANNON GOLD TOP was 
campdrafted by Ian Glasby for a number of years and is now 
owned by Sam and Rachael Amey of Sutton in New South 
Wales. To date he has produced 25 registered foals.

Another of her foals was GILGANNON LEGEND, 
who was sold as a four year old to Georgia Brehner for 
tentpegging. He subsequently won first place in a Pleasure 
Hack class at the National Championships in 2001. 

It’s a pity that an oversight saw her 1984 foal go unregistered. 
This "really typey" mare was named Thatcher, and at 15.1hh looked 
very much like her dam. She was by a local sire, Bullitt, owned by 
Allora identity Len Batterham and bred by Matt Hoffman. She is 
claimed by Stuart to be the best polo mare that CINDERS MELODY 

8. Andy Gilmore with the stallion GILGANNON CAVALIER II (NABINABAH THE GUN - FS HSH/CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH)
9. GILGANNON SEA GULL (ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - FS HSH/CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH)
10. GILGANNON MYSTIC (STAR BLACK MINSTRIL - FS HSH/CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH) 
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- FM HSH produced. ‘We can’t speak highly enough of her. She had 
something special – anyone could play her’, said Stuart. In 1987 Jim 
and Stuart Gilmore took up employment with Kerry Packer, running 
his polo operation at Ellerston in the Hunter Valley. The Gilmores took 
fourteen of their horses with them and Thatcher was the only one of 
CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH’s progeny to be included. This mare 
was ridden by Kerry Packer, but also by other team members such 
as Stuart Hoey and the Argentinean international, Gonzalo Tanoira. 
Of Thatcher’s three foals, two were exported to England for polo. 

After skipping a year she foaled again in 1986. GILGANNON 
SEA GULL was a black 15.1hh filly by ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - FS 
HSH. Like her dam she was exceptional from the start. Ridden by 
John Byrne, she played an A Grade final at Scone as a rising four 
year old. ‘So as to not push her too young, she was placed with 
Ian Glasby for some campdrafting, to which she took like a duck 
to water’, said Gary Gilmore. She won two campdrafts—a Maiden 
and an Open—on the one day at Dalby. On Allan’s passing she 
went to Gary, who put her back into polo. He said, ‘I played her in 
16 Goal polo and in heaps of tournaments. My son and I had 11 
horses in work at the time and she was the best of them’. After 
seven years of playing she was retired at the age of 14. Gary bred 
two colts out of her by LINDSAY - IS HSH, with one topping the 
Toowoomba ASH Approved Sale for $18,000. Out of her ten foals 
(five registered), GILGANNON SEA GULL has only had one filly. 

The 1987 filly, GILGANNON TICK TOCK, was by ABDUL - IS 
HSH, making her a three-quarter sister to RIFLEMAN - HSH. Like 
her siblings, she was versatile. In her days before polo she was also 
educated by Graham Neuman. ‘She was unbelievable after cattle’, 
said Derek. ‘She only entered one campdraft and she won it’. As a 
polo pony she won many prizes and was considered to be on a par 
in ability with GILGANNON SEA GULL. These two mares played on 
the same team as each other and also against each other. Derek 
Gilmore played her and remembers her as ‘a big 16hh, extremely 
athletic horse that had a natural affinity for the game. She was 
probably the best mare I ever played’. With pride Derek recalls, ‘At 
the centenary anniversary of polo at Clifton in 1996, she won the top 
Australian Stock Horse prize – the Nat Buchanan trophy, which was 
awarded for polo that year.’ She was lent to the Zimbabwean team 
for the test matches in 1997 and played until she was 13 years of 
age. Derek later used her for breeding polo ponies, but none are 
registered. Two of her colts are now standing as polo pony sires.

A red-hot stallion of the 1980s was STAR BLACK MINSTRIL 
- FS HSH. In 1987 he stood part of the season at Gilgannon and 
as a result, a 15.1hh brown mare named GILGANNON MYSTIC 
was born in 1988. She escaped the "family business" and never 
played polo. She went to Allan’s grand niece, Rachel Cairns from 
the New England district, who used her for dressage for three 
years. ‘She was Champion Elementary Horse at the Armidale 
Dressage Club and also won the Highest Australian Stock Horse 
Point Score for the year at the Hunter Valley Dressage Club. She 
was more interested in cattle though, as she had a very strong 
instinct for them. She loved it when occasionally I had to push 
some weaners around at home’, said Rachel. When done with 
dressage the mare went back to Andy Gilmore, producing three 
polo ponies. Two of these are by NABINABAH EASY GUN - HSH. 
The youngest of these, GILGANNON CHARM played seven 
years of polo and then along with her breeder Andy, she turned 
her hand to polocrosse. She is now being played at National 
Championship level in the Under 24 Queensland Ladies Team. 

GILGANNON MR MINSTRAL - HSH (see photo in last issue) 
was a brown colt by STAR BLACK MINSTRIL - FS HSH. He had 
been sold for showing but he knocked the cap off his hip in an 
accident. It remained a noticeable injury that made him lame when 
worked. At 18 months of age, this colt was sold to Clem Barnett. 

As Clem was already standing two stallions, GILGANNON MR 
MINSTRAL - HSH was not his main sire, but he still produced over 
60 foals for Clem. He sired a total of 133 registered progeny, before 
being taken out prematurely by a snake after 11 years at stud. Theo 
Hill also used him over a number of his good mares. Clem recalls 
Theo saying, ‘They were easy to sell as they had quality’. Clem 
describes GILGANNON MR MINSTRAL - HSH as, ‘a lovely horse 
with a good attitude – a lot finer in type than his sire. All his progeny 
were pretty good at polocrosse as they were soft and responsive. At 
the same time they had more “go” than some other bloodlines.'

BARNETTS STARGUN is an example of his many good progeny 
that are scattered about. He won the polocrosse trophy for the 
World Champion Ladies Horse in 2003, and the Best ASH with a 
female rider in the 2007 Polocrosse National Championships. Two 
of his best progeny were full siblings out of BARNETTS ELLIE - 
HSH. BARNETTS MODEL (AUS) went to the Keystone stud in the 
USA and was a very successful polocrosse horse for the Murphy 
family. Her sister, BARNETTS CINDERS - HSH, was campaigned by 
Allan Wallen and amongst her successes was winning the National 
Maturity at the 2004 Australian Stock Horse Society National 
Championships in Narrabri; Champion Working at Sydney Royal 
Easter Show and the Reserve Champion at the Royal Queensland 
Show. In the last two years she has produced the next generation of 
the family, with two geldings by KIRKBYS STUD THEO (AUS) - HSH.

The last foal, a colt named GILGANNON MAESTRO - HSH, 
was born in 1991. Allan gave him to Ian Glasby after he lost 
RIFLEMAN - HSH. Ian used him for a while, but because he 
already had many of that bloodline, sold the colt to Joanne 
Glasson-Bell from Condamine for use as a sire of polo 
ponies. To date he has produced 48 registered progeny. 

Allan Gilmore’s death put a bookmark in the history of the 
Gilgannon stud. Without any immediate family to follow on with 
the stud, Allan’s horses were dispersed to family members 
who were active with horses. This saw the commencement of 
some new breeding operations, but also meant the retirement 
of CINDERS MELODY - FM HSH from stud duties. She was 
sent to the Packer’s Ellerston property where Stuart was 
working, to be looked after in her retirement. In the end she 
lost an eye, and when she died was buried at Ellerston. 

It may seem predictable that a mare with ten successful 
registered progeny would achieve Foundation status, but this is 
not a foregone conclusion. It helps that all the colts were kept 
entire. Except for the colt that died young, they have bred on. 
Not only does this mean that her sons have made a significant 
contribution to the number of her descendants, but the fact that 
their breeding capability was retained, demonstrates the quality of 
her progeny. Her fillies also performed well and have been joined 
to some of the top stallions of the breed. We also note that the 
horses that Allan bred from this mare were not just sold to anyone. 
Each was strategically placed with capable friends or family that 
did their best for them and the promotion of the bloodline.

Her progeny include not only champions in the game of 
polo, but also of polocrosse and in the disciplines of showing 
and campdrafting. Currently her descendants number 
1,263. This number would easily be much higher if all of 
her progeny and descendants had been registered.

With Ellerston being such a fitting resting place for CINDERS 
MELODY - FM HSH, it is easy to recall the words of the concluding 
stanza of the Banjo Paterson poem, The Geebung Polo Club:

“And on misty moonlit evenings, while the dingoes howl around,
You can see their shadows flitting down that phantom polo ground;
You can hear the loud collisions as the flying players meet,
And the rattle of the mallets and the rush of ponies’ feet...” 


