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Foundation Mare
KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM  
ASH Reg: 10638

Article by Lindsay Ferguson

his mare is relatively unknown, but 
is from one of the more influential 
New South Wales studs that has 
operated since the formation of the 

breed. Phillip Kirkby is a dedicated breeder 
and his KIRKBY prefix has been part of the 
registered name of numerous top horses 
over the last 40 years. The studbook’s latest 
tally records KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM 
as having 799 descendants derived from 
her three progeny, with most of those being 
from one in particular – the mare KIRKBYS 
ABALEEN - IM.

This Foundation Mare was lucky to 
survive her first year. Being born during 
the drought in 1964, she nearly died due 
to the tough conditions. In northern New 
South Wales, this drought was a period 
when large numbers of horses perished, 
few were bred and station horse numbers 
significantly declined. Phillip’s Uncle Arthur 
bred her and gave her to Phillip who took 
her on as a poddy foal, rescuing her from 
a grim but common fate in such times. 
A chestnut, she grew to about 15 hands 
high but unfortunately she was, “stunted 
and knocked about”, so Phillip, quick to 
realize her genetic potential, bred her to his 
ABBEY - FS stallion, KIRKBYS COBALT - IS. 

‘Her dam, Glen Prairie Glory, was a 
good station mare of my uncle’s. She was 
a very good pony club and polocrosse 
horse, but did no campdrafting. She too 
was a chestnut, 15 hands high with a very 
quiet, lovely nature – everybody rode her’, 
said Phillip. ‘The name Glen Prairie comes 
from my grandfather’s original selection 
block at Moree, taken up in 1884.’ 

Phillip explained how her breeding 
was typical of the station thoroughbred 
of that time: ‘Those thoroughbreds were 
different from today’s taller, leggier, 
longer-pasterned horses. They didn’t have 

to be in the thoroughbred studbook to 
race on country tracks. At a campdraft 
they would often include a number of 
picnic races, with some horses competing 
in both events. The result of this is the 
station thoroughbred that was quite 
versatile – bred to be a real utility horse.’

Glen Prairie Glory was by Newtown 
Pippin, a good station thoroughbred. 
Both this stallion and his full brother 
Newton Wonder, were renown through the 
north-west of New South Wales for siring 
outstanding sporting horses. She was out 

of the mare Chodan, who was also before 
Phillip’s time, so nothing is known about her 
other than being a station thoroughbred.

KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM’s sire 
was the thoroughbred Storm Warning, 
born in 1953. There have been four horses 
of this name registered in the Australian 
Stud Book in more recent years, but this 
one predates them. This sixteen and a half 
hand chestnut horse spent all his racing 
life in racing stables. ‘My uncle bought 
this colt off the track in Melbourne so he 
could improve his station mares, as he 

The Australian Stock Horse, both before and since the formation of the Society, 
has stormed the horse world and brought glory to our nation. What a fitting 
name then is KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM for one of our Foundation Mares, 
whose descendants are still turning heads and topping auction sales.
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KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM and her third foal, KIRKBYS CALCIUM
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was wanting to breed better polocrosse 
horses and picnic racers. He was a big 
horse and lovely natured – beautiful to 
ride. You could canter him with a glass 
of beer in your hand’ describes Phillip. 
‘Coming straight from a stable, he didn’t 
even know how to eat off the ground’, he 
recalls, ‘but within a week or two I had 
him out in the bush chasing pigs and 
mustering sheep – he was a gentle giant 
who reminds me very much of a stallion 
that I had later on – ADIOS REFLECT.’

His sire, Sunstorm (GB, 1942) was 
by Solario (GB 1921) out of Tornadic 
(IRE 1931). Sunstorm had a race record 
of two wins, two seconds and two thirds 
from eight starts. This was over 8 to 12 
furlongs at tracks that include Ascot, 
Royal Windsor and the Curragh in Ireland. 
Sunstorm also performed well as a sire, 
with 11 stakes winners for 23 stakes-
wins from 1949-57. The best performers 
of his progeny were: in Queensland, 
Mullala, winning four Principal races; 
in New South Wales, Suncup, winning 
three Principal races; and in Victoria, 
Twilight Glow winning the Williamstown 
Cup and the Sandown Guineas. His 
best sire son is Saranover (AUS, 1954) 
sire of Padtheway who took out the 
1967 VATC Herbert Power Handicap.

Storm Warning was out of the mare 

Donna Vectis (which differs from the 
spelling in her ASH pedigree). Born in 
England in 1944, she was brought out 
and mated in Australia. Her first foal, 
the filly Rapallo, was the dam of the 
racehorse Tuki, who won the MRC Easter 
Cup in 1958. In 1957 and 1958, Donna 
Vectis produced two full siblings to Storm 
Warning in Galveston and Storm Victory, 
but despite such strong names, all three 
were without notable track success. 

Trying to achieve a good performance 
record with this filly was not possible due 
to her tough upbringing, so without being 
ridden, she was bred early on in life and 
had her first foal at five years of age. The 
sire of all her foals was KIRKBYS COBALT 
- IS, who was Phillip’s “project” at the 
time. ‘He was a horse I bred by ABBEY 
- FS out of my Uncle Vic’s mare, Miss 
Radiant, who was by Bignells Radiant’. 

The first foal was a filly named 
KIRKBYS ABALEEN - IM, now an Impact 
Mare. ‘She is the ancestress of most of my 
good horses’ says Phillip fondly. ‘She was 
one of the smartest and toughest horses 
I have owned – a very aggressive mare 
on difficult cattle. I shed a tear when she 
broke her leg and I had to put her down’. 

She was also a great broodmare, 
producing eight foals – three colts and 
five fillies. As the first of the progeny of 

KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM, the good 
performances of this daughter and her 
foals set this Foundation Mare up. There 
was strong commercial interest and good 
value in the later horses from this family. 
A few comments on her progeny are 
warranted, without going into the sort of 
detail that will be reserved for an article 
on KIRKBYS ABALEEN - IM herself.

Her first foal was the mare KIRKBYS 
TOPAZ by RADUX - FS, who was a Bignells 
Radiant colt, with a double cross of 
Radium. KIRKBYS ONE EYE and KIRKBYS 
CHROMIUM were both by the Dimray 
horse JOSHUA. KIRKBYS VICTOR was 
by SCRUMLO VICTORY - IS, and proved 
to be a very good polocrosse horse in the 
hands of the Grills family in Holbrook, New 
South Wales. KIRKBYS PANTHER was a 
black colt by QUIDONG BRIGADIER - IS. 
Phillip remembers this colt as ‘tall and 
good-looking, very much like his sire’. He 
was sold and stood in the Sydney district 
in the late 1980s by Richard Mulcahy (see 
ASH Journal June/July 1987, p34). He 
later moved on to the New South Wales 
mid north coast and proved to be a good 
performer in the show and dressage arenas. 

The chestnut mare KIRKBYS STUD 
EPAULET, by ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET - 
FS, was born in 1981. She would have to 
be the one with the biggest effect on her 

KIRKBYS ABALEEN - IM (KIRKBYS COBALT - IS/KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM) winning the Novice Campdraft at Boolcarrol in 1979
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granddam’s Foundation status, which has 
come through her son KIRKBYS STUD 
OFFICER, by WARRENBRI OMEGA - IS. 
This horse won the first Stallion campdraft 
at Warwick Gold Cup, so combined with 
his pedigree he is a very commercial 
sire and now has 181 registered foals. 

In 1983, KIRKBYS STUD COLLEEN 
was the last foal, bar a colt that died. ‘She 
is still here and has had some outstanding 
foals. By KIRKBYS COMMANDO, she has 
been a helluva broodmare, producing 13 
foals. Only one has not won a draft and he 
is being broken-in now’, said Phillip. To 
name a few of her foals, she has produced 
KIRKBYS STUD SHINE, a mare born in 
1990 that won 13 open campdrafts. One of 
SHINE’S fillies, KIRKBYS STUD GLAMOUR, 
was sold at the last Landmark sale at 
Tamworth for $19,000. Another of her good 
progeny was KIRKBYS STUD TURBO, an 
open campdraft and show horse owned by 
Cameron Jones that recently died. To keep 
this family going there is also now KIRKBYS 
STUD SHADOW, a broodmare that is 
dam to the promising young stallion 
KIRKBYS STUD CREDIT. Unfortunately 
KIRKBYS COLLEEN missed last 
breeding season, which is disappointing 
as she is a great asset to the stud. 
‘She now makes a reliable godmother 
to the weanlings’, said Phillip.

KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM 
produced a second foal that was also 
a filly, named KIRKBYS CLOWDY, who 
produced two good filly foals. Her first 
in 1977, named KIRKBYS SUNSHINE, 
was by the stud’s own ABBEY - FS 
stallion KIRKBYS PLUTONIUM. 
This quality mare was shown and 
campdrafted with success. She won the 
Working class at both the Queensland 
and the New South Wales State ASH 
Championships in the same year. Paul 
Ireland then competed on her for a 
few years, ‘having lots of fun’. She 
won four Novice campdrafts and was 

placed ten times in Open campdrafts. 
She later produced five foals for Paul and 
Ros Ireland’s Condamine stud, including 
the colt CONDAMINE ROMANO, by 
WARRENBRI ROMEO - IS. He won many 
Working classes, and in campdrafting 
retired with a record of 13 wins (including 
four Opens) and 62 placings. He has 
sired 110 registered foals to date, and 
at 19 years of age is still at stud. Paul 
explains that he is a three-quarter sibling 
to the well-credentialed mare KIRKBYS 
STUD ORCHY, who came second in the 
Canning Downs campdraft at Warwick. 
‘He is probably the best stallion that 
I will ever breed’, said Paul, ‘and has 
produced some good progeny for us.’

The second foal out of KIRKBYS 
CLOWDY was another filly, KIRKBYS 
STUD BREEZE. Phillip recalls, ‘I got 
into a breeding deal with the Burnhams 
in Queensland, who had an ELLIOTTS 
CREEK CADET - FS colt named UPSON 
CADMAN. The filly turned into an excellent 
pony club and polocrosse horse for my 
daughter, who has since bred three 
fillies from her’. Residing in Queensland, 
KIRKBYS CLOWDY produced a Foal 
Recorded colt; however Phillip presumes 
that the mare died soon afterwards. 

The third foal completed a filly hat-trick 
for this Foundation Mare – another grey 
named KIRKBYS CALCIUM. The Kirkby 
Stud bred two foals out of her, then sold 
her at one of the Comara Stud invitation 
sales, as the stud policy is to sell mares if a 
good daughter had been bred. ‘She made 
good money and went to Mrs Huddleston 
in Wilcannia’, said Phillip, ‘but I never 
heard any more about her’. The two fillies 
that she produced were KIRKBYS SODA 

and KIRKBYS GRENNA GOLD. The first 
filly was by JOSHUA and produced five 
foals by KIRKBYS STUD REMEDY - IS 
and one by WARRENBRI OMEGA - IS 
before being sold to Fossil Downs Stud 
in the Northern Territory. The second 
filly was by the ELLIOTTS CREEK CADET 
- FS stallion, IANDALE GRENADIER.

Kirkby Stud has been built on the 
bloodline cross that Phillip likes the best 
– i.e. the Dimray x ABBEY - FS cross. 
Phillip acknowledges the advantage of 
being able to build on the depth of good 
breeding of the station thoroughbreds 
of his grandfather and uncles. The 
family eventually bought old (Bignells) 
Radiant from Alf Bignell. This stallion was 
subsequently the sire or grandsire of a 
number of the Kirkby horses – a fact Philip 
says is not to be underestimated. He also 
puts a lot of his stud’s success down to 
his good broodmares. Phillip said, ‘The 
mare has a big influence on the progeny. 
Dad used to say - I never knew a good 
man that didn’t have a good mother’.

With this breeding policy of selecting 
firstly for performance, and secondly for 
looks, this poddy-reared, Foundation Mare 
was given the chance that she otherwise 
may not have had. In retrospect, she fully 
justified Phillip Kirkby’s faith in her and her 
bloodline, despite her stunted appearance. 
She died unexpectedly, without having 
any more foals. Her contribution to the 
breed, while small in the number of her 
own progeny, is significant through the 
numerous progeny of her daughters 
and granddaughters especially. It is also 
big on performance, with well proven 
pony club mounts, polocrosse ponies 
and campdrafters being the result. 
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KIRKBYS STORM GLORY - FM 

Colour: Chestnut    Height: 15hh    Lifespan: 1964 - 1976 (12 years)

Breeder: Arthur Kirkby
Performance: broodmare only
Notable Progeny: Three fillies, most notably KIRKBYS ABALEEN - IM

KIRKBYS ABALEEN - IM


